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“Good morning, <insert your name>. Your mission, should you decide to accept it, is to be perfect as your
heavenly father is perfect (Matt 5:48). As always, should you fail this mission, the <insert an organisation
name> will disavow any knowledge of your actions. This snapchat will self-destruct in five seconds.” Cue the
music (might have an ad!).
In our society, politicians tell us to be kind to each other. Teachers tell us to have self-respect and to respect
others. Parents tell us to play nicely and to share our toys. From our earliest days we are encouraged to
behave in a certain way. What we present is what people interact with, so it is helpful to show a self that is
desirable by those who are important in our life.

To a significant extent this is just a matter of keeping the cultural “laws”. Do what is expected. Do what you
want others to do unto you. It’s a good rule of thumb to enable us to live with a good conscience and to sleep
well at night. Unfortunately, Jesus says it's not enough.
Jesus tells us very clearly in the Beatitudes that being faithful to the law is not enough. Living life as a
Christian is not just about the external presentation. Inward disposition is also important. Values, thoughts,
and behaviour all need to align. Thinking about harming another is as bad as the actual action! To be
perfect, as your heavenly father is perfect, might therefore seem to be a “mission impossible” task, as we are
asked to go beyond what we think is the best that we can do.
How often do we hear of a team or individual that “has pushed the envelope” and/or given 110 percent,
leaving nothing on the field while working a 60-hour week. That might be inspirational, or foolish, depending
upon your perspective, but it’s not a new message.
Jesus says that we don’t just walk the required/expected “mile” but stay with the person in need for as long as
it is necessary. We are to give not just what is needed, but anything that we might have spare to the poor.
And if you think you are doing ok so far, add in an expectation that you will never get angry or use gossip to
hurt others, or let your thoughts roam when looking at another. As for those who hurt you, you must forgive
them, not grudgingly but joyfully!
Knowing that we are all sinners to some degree is not an avenue for escaping the ideal of perfection.
However, it should also ensure that we look upon another with a sense of hope and forgiveness when
something goes wrong, knowing that there is a lot of truth in the phrase, “There but for the grace of God go
I." This not a proclamation of my goodness, but a realisation that I am frequently but one step away from
what I might find undesirable or morally repugnant in others.
When this command of being perfect becomes the mission of life, it is understandable why G K Chesterton
said words to the effect, “The only thing wrong with Christianity is that no one has tried it”. But we need to
realise and accept that the ideal is not attainable by our own actions and good intentions. The grace of God
is needed, and it is always present when we strive for perfection.
The journey also becomes easier when we draw upon the sacraments of the Church to nourish and support
us. Years ago I went to Church because I had to go, while now I go to Church because I need to go. That’s
the only way I could ever manage to complete the impossible mission.
Richard Stanton
PRINCIPAL

Leavers’ Mass
Tuesday 1 November, 2022
1:30pm, College Gym

Senior Prize Giving
Wednesday 2 November, 2022
7:00pm, College Gym
VISION STATEMENT

Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours. We promote
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens. Our College shall be a place where
all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”.

UPCOMING EVENTS - Term 4
OCTOBER
Sat 29

Leavers’ Dinner

Denby Golf Club

6.00pm

Sun 30

Commissioning of Year 13 students

SFX Church

Tue 1

Leavers’ Mass

College Gym

1.30pm

Wed 2

Year 8 HPV Vaccination Dose 2

College

9.00am

Wed 2

Senior Prize Giving

College Gym

7.00pm

Thu 3 - Fri 4

Junior Exams (Year 9 & 10)

College

Mon 7 - Tue 8

Junior Exams (Year 9 & 10)

College

Mon 7 - Fri 11

Year 7 & 8 e-asTTle Assessment week

College

10.00am

NOVEMBER

Mon 7 - Tue 6 Dec NZQA Exams

College

Mon 14 - Fri 18

Year 9 & 10 e-asTTle Assessment week

TBC

Thu 17

Year 10 Careers Day

College

Mon 21

STAFF ONLY DAY

School closed for instruction

Thu 24

Orientation Day for new Year 7 students, 2023

TBC

Mon 28

STAFF ONLY DAY

School closed for instruction

Thu 8

Year 9 Beach Day

Parihaka & Matapouri Beach

9.30am - 2.30pm

Thu 8

Year 10 Beach Day

AH Reid & Whangaumu Beach

9.30am - 2.40pm

Fri 9

Junior Prize Giving

College Gym

Fri 9

Last Day of Term 4

School finishes 12.00pm approx.

9.00am - 1.20pm

DECEMBER

10.00am

TEACHER ONLY DAYS - School is closed for instruction
Monday 21 November and Monday 28 November
Note: NCEA Exams are taking place on Monday 21 November as usual, please make your own arrangements
for transport as our buses will not be running. Any queries email: buses@pompallier.school.nz.

LEAVING SCHOOL
THIS YEAR?
If you are leaving the College this year, there are a few
things you need to do before you go:
•

Return all library books and subject textbooks,
otherwise you will be charged for them

•

Complete a LEAVERS FORM, available from the
Student Centre (Year 13 students will receive one
shortly from your whānau teacher)

•

Return your completed Leaver’s Form to Mrs
Woolston in the College office BEFORE the end of
term.

Thank you!

SENIOR LOCKERS
Be in quick – limited lockers available!!
If you wish to reserve a locker for 2023, or keep your
current locker, you will need to fill in an online order form
at: www.stowawaylockers.co.nz as soon as possible.
If you no longer require your locker for 2023, please let us
know by email: info@stowawaylockers.co.nz. You will
need to return your key at the end of the term, sellotaped
to a piece of paper with your details on for your bond
refund. Ensure the locker is left empty, as any remaining
items will be disposed of at the end of the year.
Keys will need to be received within one week of Term 4
ending, and can be posted to: Stowaway Lockers, 475
Crane Road, RD 1 Kamo, Whangarei 0185.
Refunds will be direct credited to your bank account in
January 2023.
Robyn, Stowaway Lockers.
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Welcome to Term 4 Sports News…… Week 2
As this will be the last sports newsletter for some of our
senior students, I would like to take this opportunity to
thank you.
We have had a successful year and your support has
been outstanding. It has been a pleasure working with
you, and I would like to wish you all the best for 2023.

FOOTBALL
Congratulations to William Gross, who has been
selected for the Under 16 New Zealand School Boys’
Football North v South competition squad.
From this game they will select 18 players to join NZSS
Boys’ team to tour Singapore and Malaysia in April 2023.
Good luck William!

YEAR 7 & 8 ATHLETICS DAY - RESULTS
Congratulations and well done to all students who
participated on Friday 21st October.

NETBALL

Many thanks to Ms Parker and her Year 11 PE class, Mr
Alexander, Ms Wright, our Ngā Whare rōpū students,
teachers and support staff who helped make it such a fun,
successful day.

Tara Orford won the Whangarei Netball Centre Junior
Umpire trophy for the season.

We have included some pictures from the day on the next
page.
Congratulations to our Champions for 2022 …
• Year 7 Girl

Keira Davis

• Year 7 Boy

Nate Cunis

• Year 8 Girl

London-Rose Gould

• Year 8 Boy

Tamatea Davis

Paulynne Iamafana and Jacinta Moors-Lemana were
selected for the Northland Pasifika Under 16 Netball
team.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Year 7 & 8 Events:
• Wed 30 Nov

WPSSA Athletics

Trigg Stadium

Keira Davis - 1.30m

You don’t have to be great to start
BUT
You have to start to be great

Previously London-Rose Gould , 2021 - 1.28m

High Jump

Jacinta Moors-Lemana shared the trophy for Whangarei
Netball Centre Most Outstanding Collegiate Player for the
season.

Well done girls, a wonderful achievement.

Congratulations to the following students who broke our
school records:
High Jump

Congratulations to the following students:

Tamatea Davis - 1.49m
previously Keedon Bruce, 2012 - 1.46m

CLAY TARGET SHOOTING
The South Island / New Zealand Championships were
held in Christchurch on Saturday 1st – Monday 3rd
October.
Congratulations to Cameron Dackers
Sommerville for the following results:

and

Well done boys, what an amazing effort!

438 3950 Ext 219
julia.lecky@pompallier.school.nz

Mike

Cameron - 1st South Island single barrel champs, 7th New
Zealand skeets champs.
Mike – 1st New Zealand junior single barrel champs.

Julia Lecky
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR

PARISH NOTICE
Unborn Remembrance Day
Saturday 29 October | 1:00pm - 2:00pm
Pro-life supporters from throughout Northland will be
gathering at the grassed area on the corner of Maunu &
Hospital Roads (outside Whangarei Hospital) at 1:00pm
on Saturday 29th October, to mark New Zealand’s hidden
death toll at the annual Unborn Remembrance Day.
This will be one of 17 peaceful vigils being held outside
abortion facilities, in unison, all around NZ as a witness to
the tragic loss of thousands of lives that were aborted in
2021.
We will observe a minute’s silence and crosses will be
laid in memory of every unborn child whose life was
ended by abortion over the past year in our region.
Please join us if you can - it is a powerful witness, and a
peaceful but very moving event.
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YEAR 7 & 8 ATHLETICS DAY - Friday 21 October, 2022
What a great day we had for our annual Athletics Day! Thank you to all involved on the day to ensure
everything ran smoothly!
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PARAFED NORTHLAND PLAY TRAILER VISIT ...
Some of our Year 7, 8 and 9 students had the opportunity to play with inclusive adaptive fun play equipment from the
Parafed Northland Play trailer last Thursday 20th October. Sharon Carroll, the Active Recreation and Sport Coordinator, facilitated this day and said that Parafed Northland wants to ensure that every student, regardless of their
ability, has equitable opportunities to participate in sport, active recreation and play.
This was an enjoyable time and provided valuable information about how to include all people in fun sports activities so
that they experience success. Ka mau te wehi!
Below are a few pictures of the day with students playing with the equipment.
Anna Henare, SENCO

Swingball

Magnetic Archery

Jenga

Sound Soccer Ball

Check out the upcoming Parafed Northland Family Picnic Challenge event:
An inclusive fun family event where the whole
family can enjoy a day out together. The
Family Picnic Challenge is proudly sponsored
by Ray White Bream Bay. The challenge
follows the footpath around Marsden Cove
Marina. There are stations along the course
where participants need to complete tasks to
move on.
• When: Saturday 3rd December
• Time: 9:30am start
• Where: Marsden Cove Marina
• Cost: $20 per family team (maximum of 2
adults and up to 4 children (must be within
the household)

Any questions contact Sharon, via email:
sharon@parafednorthland.co.nz, or phone:
027 265 3227, or flick Parafed Northland a
message on Facebook.
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INFORMATION FOR
NCEA EXAMS
YEAR 11 - 13
This year, the NCEA exams run from 7 November
- 2 December. The majority will be held in the Hall,
but in some cases they may be in other rooms, so
please check.
All students will be given their exam admission slips
soon and it is vital they bring them to every exam. If
not, it is their responsibility to reprint it.
If you are a student who gets Special Assessment
Conditions (SAC) and you decide not to attend the
exam, please inform us beforehand.

Exam Regulations:

COLLEGE ACCOUNTS
As we are beginning the last term of the year,
we would like to remind families that your
school account should be paid by 9th December.
Now is a really good time to look over your account to
ensure this will happen. If you need any help with this,
please contact Jane Woolston in the College office.
Many thanks to those families who have already paid
their account in full, or have a regular payment in place.
A friendly reminder from the Auckland Diocese for
parents and caregivers of students who will be leaving
Pompallier Catholic College at the end of their Year
13 study; Attendance Dues must be paid in full by 1st
December 2022. Families who have an on-going AP are
exempt from this date but must commit to continuing
payments until the account is paid.
As always, if you are experiencing financial difficulties,
please contact Jane in our College office to discuss
payment options, in confidence. Thank you.

Please report to your exam venue 20 minutes
before the exam is due to start.
Appropriate mufti clothes should be worn. You may
be asked to clear out your pockets of clothing with
large pouches or pockets.
You will not be allowed into the exam if you are
more than 30 minutes late.
In an exam you are not allowed to leave the exam
room within the first 45 minutes or the last 15
minutes of the exam.
Students will not be allowed out of the exam unless
the need is very obvious. They may be escorted.
A 600ml (max.) unlabelled water bottle is allowed.

During the exams:
a) You will work in silence and your silence begins
from the moment you walk into the exam.
b) You must not communicate in any way with
other students in the exam room.
c) You are not allowed to write in pencil or use
correction fluid (eg. Twink)

d) All your writing equipment must be carried in a
transparent bag.
e) Any suspicion of unacceptable behaviour will be
investigated, and may lead to a loss of grades.

Derived and Unexpected Event Grades:
If you do not sit the exam, you can apply for a
derived grade. This will be the grade you got in your
EDGE exam.
See NZQA for further details.

SCHOOL UNIFORM
We have a compulsory school uniform and we
expect that our students will wear it with pride.
We are very proud of our College and, as our students
are seen by members of the wider community both
before and after school, we wish to ensure
that our uniform is worn correctly.

For this reason we insist on the correct
uniform being worn to and from school, as
well as during school hours.
Please note that hoodies, t-shirts and
black socks, are not part of our uniform.
Shoes are also an issue - please ensure
you only purchase regulation shoes.
If you require any clarification on our
regulation uniform items, please refer to
the Uniform pages on our College website:
www.pompalliercollege.school.nz (under Enrolment Info).
Your assistance in enforcing that your child has the
correct uniform is greatly appreciated.

OVERDUE LIBRARY &
SUBJECT BOOKS
There are a number of overdue library books, and subject
textbooks outstanding.
Students - if you have received an overdue library book
notice and/or been issued a subject textbook during the
year and have not yet returned them, please do so
before the end of this term, to avoid being charged for
the cost of the book.
Parents - if you could ask your child if they have a book
outstanding, that would be very helpful! Thank you.
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