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Our Western Catholic perspective sometimes
presents biblical women in a less than
complimentary light.
For many years, Mary
Magdalene was associated with the woman “taken in
adultery”, and the one who washes the feet of Jesus
with her tears in the Gospel of Luke. From these
presumptions arose beliefs that she was a sinful
woman, specifically a
prostitute, who sought
forgiveness from Jesus.
This view of Mary
Magdalene continued to be conveyed within the
popular culture of the Western Catholic Church. In
recent years this perspective has been discredited,
because the scriptural evidence and study does not
support such an interpretation, and Mary has had
her reputation enhanced. In the Eastern Catholic
Churches of Greece and Russia, she did not receive
this treatment. In these traditions she is honoured
as being one of the first people to be a witness to the
death and resurrection of Jesus. There is no
implication or teaching of her being a sinful woman.
Last week I was attending a professional
development course with other Catholic teachers.
One scripture reference that we were looking at was
the story of the Samaritan woman who meets Jesus
at Jacob’s well (John 4: 1-30).
This woman,
according to some of the teacher voice present, was
an “outcast”, “adulterous”, “skanky” and a “sinner”.
That is a perspective which has been around a long
time in the Western Catholic Church, but it is
coloured by highly questionable assumptions.

Another argument goes that the woman is
adulterous because she is living with a man who is
not her husband, and she has had five husbands
prior to this. She might just be unlucky. Husbands
can die, or they can divorce her. She may now be
living with her father. We just don’t know. What we
do know, is that Jesus does not call her a sinner and
does not condemn her living arrangements. But
Catholic voice often does. Later in this story we
learn that this woman starts converting the whole
town, hard to do if you are an outsider, and that
Jesus stays for a few more days. She now becomes
the first Christian evangelist in the Gospel of John.
In the Eastern Catholic traditions of Russia and
Greece, she is named (Svetlana/Photina, meaning
“light”) and is recognised as a Saint via her
martyrdom and evangelisation activity.
She is
understood via different cultural eyes and a different
understanding comes forth.
As we journey to Christmas to greet the new born
Christ, let us all try to see the world through his eyes
and to bring justice and mercy and love to all those
we encounter.

Richard Stanton
PRINCIPAL

The argument goes that she must have been an
outcast because she went to the well at midday,
while respectable women presumably went when it
was cool. It’s just as conceivable that she had run
out of water and needed more, or that it was winter
and she went at the warmest time of day where the
average maximum temperature is 12.0°C. Nowhere
in the passage does it say that the day was hot.
Given that Jesus is in Samaria, he is the outcast in
this village. In the story, Jesus sits down by the well
and the unmarried woman comes to him at midday,
the time when the light is strongest. Light, not heat,
is the focus. John contrasts, in two consecutive
stories, the non-Jew woman seeing Jesus in “the
light” and understanding who he is, with Nicodemus
the devout Jew, meeting Jesus at midnight and not
understanding who Jesus is. It’s symbolism, not
reality, that John focuses upon.

2019 TERM DATES
TERM 1

Tuesday 29 January

Fri 12 April

TERM 2

Mon 29 April

Fri 5 July

TERM 3

Mon 22 July

Fri 27 September

TERM 4

Mon 14 October

Thu 5 December

Please Note: Dean meetings with Year 11 - 13 students to
confirm subject choices for 2019, will be held at the College on
Wednesday 23 January.

VISION STATEMENT
Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours. We promote
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens. Our College shall be a place where
all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”.

UPCOMING EVENTS
DECEMBER
Tue 11

Junior Prize Giving

College Hall

10.00am

Tue 11

Last Day of TERM 4 - School finishes 12.00pm (approximately)

JANUARY 2019
Wed 23

Deans meet with Year 11 - 13 students, to finalise timetables

Tue 29

First Day of TERM 1 - School begins with a Powhiri at 8.45am

Room 26, Time TBC

PARENT PORTAL

YEAR 8 DENTAL PACKS

We would like to notify Parents and Caregivers that our
Parent Portal will be unavailable from the last day of
school this year, until school returns next year.

A reminder from the Northland School Dental Service.
Could parents please return the pack in the envelope
provided to ensure your child is enrolled with
a dental provider to continue their free dental treatment.
Thank you.

This allows our Timetable team the opportunity to work
on classes and student timetables. Many changes are
made during the period before school begins in 2019, so
we like to ensure that when the portal is activated next
year, the correct timetable and information is shown.

BUS FARE INCREASES

Thank you.

Route 1

PTFA - UNIFORM DAY

Ritchies Buses have advised us that they
will be increasing their fares on the Route 1 bus, from
January 2019.
New prices are as follows:

Our PTFA will be holding a Uniform Day, as follows:-

Date:

Wednesday 23 January, 2019

Time:

11:30am – 1:00pm

Venue:

Pompallier Catholic College – Library

This Uniform Day is to offer parents and caregivers two
options:
 You may have uniform items that you would like to
swap for bigger sizes.
 You would like to purchase second-hand uniform
items.

Concession (10 rides)

Single Ride

Hikurangi – PCC

$30.00

$4.00

Apotu – PCC

$30.00

$4.00

Springs Flat – PCC

$25.00

$3.00

Kamo – PCC

$25.00

$3.00

Whau Valley – PCC

$25.00

$3.00

Percy Street – PCC

$25.00

$3.00

Kensington – PCC

$25.00

$3.00

Pompallier – Te Mai

$25.00

$3.00

The PTFA sells uniform items that have been donated to
the College. This is one way they raise money to spend
on projects within the school; as all money raised stays
within the College.
Uniform purchases must be paid for on the day, by
CASH ONLY (no eftpos facilities sorry).
Please note we do not sell uniform items on behalf.
Should you wish to sell your uniform items, please make
your own arrangements.
The PTFA is now looking for donations of uniform
items. If you would like to donate second hand,
clean, washed uniform items that are in good
condition, they are happy to accept these now. Items
can be dropped off to the College office.
For any queries please contact the PTFA via email:
ptfa@pompallier.school.nz

LEAVING SCHOOL
THIS YEAR?
If you are leaving the College this year, there are a few
things you need to do before you go:


Return all library books and subject textbooks,
otherwise you will be charged for them



Complete a LEAVERS FORM, available from the Student
Centre (Year 13 students should have already received
one from your whānau teacher)



Return your completed Leaver’s Form to Mrs Woolston
in the College office BEFORE the end of term.

Thank you!
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SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 4, Week 8
2019 SPORTS / EXTRA-CURRICULAR
st

On Friday 1 February, 2019, we will hold our annual
“Orientation Event” so students can check out what sports
they can play, and also what groups/clubs we have at
Pompallier.

week for the full 7-8 months that it runs (from trials in
February/March to the season end in September).
Thank you 
UPCOMING EVENTS - 2019

If you are interested in playing sport for us, then you
should get to each sign-up desk to ask questions or find
out more about these. This is the time we ask Netball and
Hockey players to indicate if they wish to trial, and what
their positions are.

Get training for fitness, as many events are early next
year!

Netball and Hockey trials are already scheduled (Hockey
dates may change as this is dependent on booking
confirmation).

Year 7 & 8 Events:

*** THERE IS AN EXPECTATION that at the conclusion
of trials, once players are placed into teams, that they
will train and play for the entire season (unless injury
ends the season early).

All events entered are subject to student interest, parent
help and organiser’s changes.

 Tue 5 Feb

Swimming Sports (pp: 7 Feb)

PCC

 Mon 11 Feb

Year 7/8 Netball Trials

PCC

 Sun 10 Mar (TBC) Year 7/8 Hockey Trials

Kensington

 Wed 20 Mar

WPSSA Swimming (pp: TBC)

WIS

 Fri 1 Feb

Orientation Event

PCC

We are always keen to get enthusiastic and skilled
volunteers to help us with sport, and next year we need
Coaches for all our winter codes - Basketball, Football,
Netball and Hockey.

 4 & 7 Feb

Swimming 100m heats

 Tue 5 Feb

Swimming Sports (pp: 7 Feb)

PCC

 8 & 11 Feb

Athletics Qualifiers Javelin (lunch)

PCC

If you are interested in helping, please contact me to talk
more. Job descriptions are available for our volunteer
roles.

 Mon 11 Feb (TBC) Collegiate Netball Trials

PCC

 Wed 13 Feb (TBC) Equestrian, Show Jumping

TBC

 Mon 18 Feb (TBC) Collegiate Netball Trials

PCC

 Wed 20 Feb (TBC) Adam Blair League

TBC

SPORTS COACHES & MANAGERS - FOOTBALL,
NETBALL AND HOCKEY

nd

Our 2 XI Hockey team is looking for a Coach and
Manager for 2019, and our 1st XI team is also looking for
an Assistant Coach for 2019. If you are interested in any
of these positions, please contact the Teacher in Charge
of Hockey, Julia Lecky, on 027 634 3650, or via email:
julia.lecky@pompallier.school.nz
URGENTLY NEEDED - COAT HANGERS !
We are very short of coat hangers – so if you have some
spares at home they would be greatly appreciated 
NETBALL & HOCKEY TRIALS, 2019
The dates have already been set for these trials (see
below), and as school sport is a stepping stone to good
health, friendships and character building, we wish to
advise all players and families the following:
Students - we expect respect towards the Coach,
officials and your team mates. This includes making
a solid commitment to the team by making all training
and games - on time, fit and prepared with the gear
you need – FOR THE ENTIRE SEASON.
Pulling out of a team after the selections is very frustrating
for myself, the Coach and your team mates.
It should be seen as a privilege and good citizenship to
represent your school and bring your unique skills and
passion to the team.
We encourage everyone to be active and join our teams,
so we provide Coaches, uniforms/gear and support for
this to happen.
So please give some carefully considered thought
about whether you can commit to your sport each

Secondary Events:

PCC

(lunch)

 Thu 21 Feb

NSS Swim Champs

 Fri 22 Feb

NSS Triathlon

 Sun 24 Feb

Hockey Trials, 10.00am

Kensington

 Tue 26 Feb

Athletics Day (pp: 1 Mar)

Kensington

 Thu 28 Feb

NSS Surfing # 1

Whangarei

 Sun 3 Mar

Hockey Trials, 10.00am

Kensington

 Tue 5 Mar

NSS Mountain Biking

 Sun 10 Mar

Hockey Trials, 10.00am

Dargaville
Kai Iwi

TBC
Kensington

 Mon 11 Mar (TBC) Football Trials, Girls & Boys

PCC

 Thu 14 Mar

NSS Track & Field

 Thu 21 Mar

Special Olympics Swimming

 Sat 23 Mar

Clay Target Shooting # 1

 Thu 4 Apr

NSS Surfing # 2

TBC

 Thu 4 Apr

Equestrian Combined

TBC

 Fri 5 Apr

NSS Bowls

TBC

 5 - 7 Apr

NISS Track & Field Champs

Tauranga

 Sat 6 Apr

WNC Netball Grading (TBC)

Kensington

Kensington
TBC
Kaeo

… continued page 4
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SPORTS… continued from page 3

POMPALLIER HOCKEY

COLLEGE NETBALL TEAM 1

What:

Parents and Players, please note that there will be a brief
meeting after our first Netball trial on Monday 11th
February.

We would like to make up two league teams
consisting of Pompallier students

When:

Summer League starting approx. 22 January
2019

This will be held in the College staffroom from approx.
5.00pm (light refreshments will be provided). The
meeting provides us with the opportunity to go over the
expectations of players who are selected for Team 1, as
they will also be attending the UNISS Tournament in
Term 3 next year.

Students wanting to play hockey for Pompallier 2019!

Contact: Brendon Quaid. Phone - 027 245 7339
There will be a close off date of 12 January 2019.

Please could ALL girls and their parent/s come directly to
the meeting after the trial to listen briefly to this important
information.
For the girls that hope to be in our Intermediate Team 1,
we will have a separate meeting after the trial on Monday
25th February, same time and venue as above. The
first training night is going to be Thursday 28 February.

Chantelle Yorke
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR
438 3950 Ext 222
chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz

YEAR 9 SPECIAL CHARACTER
EVENT
Monday 4 - Friday 8 March, 2019
Our Year 9 students in 2019 will be attending this event
in the Bay of Islands on the above dates. This is an
annual part of our Special Character curriculum.
The cost of the retreat is approximately $160.00 per
student.
We need to cover accommodation, food,
transport, and entrance fees to various activities.
This will be invoiced as a donation to the Year 9 Special
Character Event. As such, you will be able to claim it
against your income tax. Could you please attend to this
by Friday 15th February 2019, in order for us to
ascertain whether the event can proceed.
If you have any queries please feel free to contact Anna
Williams via email: anna.williams@pompallier.school.nz
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COLLEGE ACCOUNTS
We are nearly at the end of Term 4, so we
would like to remind families that your school
account must be paid in full by 31st December.
Many thanks to those families who have already paid
their account in full, or have a regular payment in place.
A friendly reminder from the Auckland Diocese for
parents and caregivers of students who will be leaving
Pompallier Catholic College at the end of this year;
Attendance Dues must be paid in full by 1st
December 2018. Families who have an on-going AP
are exempt from this date but must commit to continuing
payments until the account is paid.
Failure to pay the account or make contact with the
College Office to arrange alternative methods of
payment, may result in the overdue account being sent
to Debtworks NZ Ltd for default listing at credit reporting
agencies.

2019 BUS INFORMATION
Pompallier Catholic College buses will begin running
from Tuesday 29 January 2019 on all of our school
routes. However, the students who use other schools’
buses to connect to ours should check with their bus
company to confirm their start date.
There will be changes to bus services early in the new
year to allow for changes in our school population. We
do our best to accommodate as many of our students as
possible within the guidelines set by the Ministry of
Education. All changes will be notified as soon as
possible, and on the transport page of our College
website: Transport Information
A reminder that eligibility is dependent on where a
student lives, available public services in the area and
loading limits.
Student ID’s also double as your bus pass, and these will
be issued asap in the new year. Until then, no pass is
required.
For any queries please contact our Bus Co-Ordinator,
Barbara Clarke via email: buses@pompallier.school.nz

SENIOR LOCKERS
Be in quick – limited lockers available!!
If you wish to reserve a locker for 2019, or keep your
current locker, you will need to fill in an online order form
at: www.stowawaylockers.co.nz as soon as possible.
If you no longer require your locker for 2019, please let us
know by email: info@stowawaylockers.co.nz. You will
need to return your key at the end of the term, sellotaped
to a piece of paper with your details on for your bond
refund. Ensure the locker is left empty, as any remaining
items will be disposed of at the end of the year.
Keys will need to be received within one week of Term 4
ending, and can be posted to: Stowaway Lockers, 220
Ngunguru Road, RD 3, Whangarei 0173. Refunds will be
direct credited to your bank account in January 2019.

LEADERSHIP POSITION
AVAILABLE
St Francis Xavier Parish Pastoral Council
Youth Representative needed
We are looking for a passionate, religious youth, who will
preferably be a senior student at the College next year.
Nominate yourself or someone who you think may be
suitable!
For more details about the position, or to indicate your
interest, please contact Joseph Luna via email:
jnml191@gmail.com

Remember, if you have a student
success you would like to share,
email us at …

newsletter@pompallier.school.nz

OVERDUE LIBRARY &
SUBJECT BOOKS
There are a number of overdue library books, and subject
textbooks outstanding.
Students - if you have received an overdue library book
notice and/or been issued a subject textbook during the
year and have not yet returned them, please do so
before the end of this term, to avoid being charged
for the cost of the book.
Parents - if you could ask your child if they have a book
outstanding, that would be very helpful!
Thank you.
Page 5

Back to School 2019
HOW DO I ORDER MY STATIONERY?
We team up with OfficeMax to make Back to School easy!
We DO NOT issue stationery lists to students. This is
because all your child’s school stationery list requirements
are uploaded online at myschool.co.nz, to make it easy
for you to purchase your child’s back to school
requirements. Simply search for our school, select your
child's class and/or subject lists and follow the instructions
on the website. Alternatively you can print the stationery
lists and shop in store at OfficeMax, or order by phone.
Buying through OfficeMax MySchool also earns School
Rewards for our school which we can redeem for
much needed educational supplies, equipment for our
classrooms, or to help those students in need.
Stationery is delivered to your home (or a designated
address) by courier. This means that ordering is quick
and easy, stationery lists are not lost and the correct
products are obtained. Payment is by credit/debit card or
internet banking (online) or by cheque, cash or credit
card (in store).
Delivery is free for orders over $46.00 (incl. GST).
The website will “go live” for ordering stationery on
Monday 3rd December. There is also a “Say when you
pay” option available, for orders placed between 1st - 31st
December 2018, and you receive a free gift! See the
OfficeMax website for more information on this.
It is recommended that you order stationery before 14
January 2019 to ensure delivery before school starts
and to allow you time to cover books etc. if necessary.
All students are expected to have their stationery
requirements on the first day of Term 1 (Tuesday 29
January) as teaching will begin on that day.
TO ORDER ONLINE:
1. Go to www.myschool.co.nz and enter Pompallier
into the School Name field
2. Select Pompallier Catholic College
3. Click on “Start”
4. Enter Students First Name, Last Name & Year Level
5. Select the Subjects required
6. Click the “View Requirements List” button

7.

Review the list, adding or deleting items as required.
You may also add additional stationery items
8. When finished, click “Shopping Cart”
9. You now have the option to add another student,
otherwise select “Checkout”
If items are unavailable at the time you order, these
will be placed on backorder and delivered to you as
soon as they arrive. This will be indicated on your
delivery docket
10. Follow the online instructions to enter your delivery
address details and payment options
11. Print a copy of the order and retain it for your
records. Note your Order Number, as this will be
required if you need to return items
TO ORDER IN STORE:
1. Follow steps 1 through 7 to establish which items
you require
2. Take the list to your nearest OfficeMax store :OfficeMax
21 Okara Drive
Whangarei
If the store does not have all the required items in
stock, they will be able to order them for you.
3. If you are asked for your participating school
number, please quote: 4083170
CONDITIONS:
1. Please allow up to ten working days for delivery.
Orders placed after 14 January 2019 may result
in delays and OfficeMax cannot guarantee
delivery before school starts on late orders.
2. If you have any problems, please call OfficeMax
direct on 0800 724 440, NOT the College.
3. Incorrect items can only be returned by first
contacting Customer Services on the 0800 number.
You will need to quote your Order No.
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