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Thank you to the parents who recently completed our Term
4 school survey. Your feedback helps us to reflect upon
our practice, so that we can better meet the needs of our
students. I tend to read the comments about how we can
do better, before I read about what parents are satisfied
with. In this recent survey, three matters stood out to me.
They were: the use of electronic devices in break times, the
provision of our sexuality programme, and the pressure
placed on students to achieve academic success.
One of our parents expressed concern for senior students
who face: “the pressure to succeed academically, think to
the future and begin forming a basis and a strategy for their
professional lives when they have finished school. The
prospect of having to grow up and leave home perhaps to
attend university, not feeling ready for this separation from
family and the responsibilities that this brings. They are
under a lot of pressure and stressed about it. They may
look like they are always having a great time and goofing
around and need to be more serious and grounded but
behind the scenes I guarantee that they are experiencing
great pressure and stress. Mental health issues have
become a huge issue for us and is likely attributed to
excessive amounts of stress that are forced upon us in this
modern age, we shouldn't just accept excessive stress as a
by-product of our lives, it causes huge anxiety and can
make us extremely unwell, mentally and physically. Can
you perhaps have the kids taught relaxation techniques
and encourage them to do them at school? It could give
them a valuable skill for life.”
Decades of education research tells us that teachers’ and
parents’ attitudes, beliefs and expectations affect student
performance.
In recent years we have set minimal
expectations for academic outcomes and provided
additional support for students who required it. There is no
doubt that such an approach has promoted us to having
the best academic record in Northland.
But I do
acknowledge that this expectation can raise stress levels
for some students, as mentioned in the comment above.
We have been providing meditation and relaxation
opportunities for our junior students for the last two years.
These are offered weekly and take place in class time.
However, our senior students have few opportunities in this
area. This might be something that we could provide for
them in our revision of the senior health/sexuality
programme, or during our extended whānau time on
Tuesday mornings.
A few parents offered thoughts about our sexuality
programme. One said: “I don't think the health and sex
education aspects of the curriculum is addressed
appropriately for the 21st century student. While the
notions of celibacy before marriage is noble, it is not
addressing the needs and education of students that will
likely be sexually active in the forthcoming years.”
Many of our students are already sexually active.

know of that reality, and for some of our students sexual
activity becomes an issue that impacts upon their physical
and mental health. When that occurs we do support
students and encourage them to discuss concerns with
their parents. However, we will always teach and provide
guidance within the construct of Church teaching and its
ideals. I acknowledge that this might not meet the current
needs of some students, or prepare them for the reality of
the world after school, but they can readily access such
information from health professionals outside of our school.
We are also currently undertaking a major review of our
health and sexuality programme in the senior school. We
have sought student opinion about possible content and
next week we will have eight staff members attending two
days of training for teaching sexuality in a Catholic context.
As we develop this curriculum we will seek feedback from
parents, students and staff. Our intention is to have
something new in place by the end of Term 1, 2019.
Parents with children in Year 7/8 wondered about the use
of computers/phones at break times.
One parent
expressed their concerns as: “I am very disappointed that
the intermediate students are allowed access to their
devices during morning tea break and lunch. Even if wifi is
turned off, many computer games can still be played. My
son has commented regularly that forming friendships has
been so much harder than at primary school because so
many boys just want to sit on their devices.”
From Term 3 this year, the wifi has been turned off at the
start of lunchtime to encourage students to get off their
devices. Since we have done this, there have been fewer
students using their device at lunchtime. On most days
there would be less than 10 and they primarily tend to be in
Year 7 or 8. Some are doing school work, but most of
them are playing games. I am not sure whether banning
devices would encourage such students to be more
socially interactive. Going back a few years, a similar
number of students would be reading books at lunchtime.
Some students just prefer to have time alone, while others
prefer to interact in groups.
The use of devices outside of classroom time is something
that we do keep an eye upon. We want students to
engage in physical activity during their break time, as it
helps them settle in class and aids their learning. At this
time, I am still inclined towards having a process of limiting
opportunity, encouraging alternatives, and having students
self-regulate their desires, ahead of a blanket ban. They
need to self-regulate their desires in life, so practicing this
at school could be a good thing in the longer term.

Richard Stanton
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VISION STATEMENT
Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours. We promote
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens. Our College shall be a place where
all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”.

UPCOMING EVENTS: Term 4
NOVEMBER
Tue 27

Year 10 Business Studies EOTC Trip

Auckland

7.30am - 7.00pm

Wed 28

WPSSA Athletic Champs

Trigg Stadium

9.00am - 3.00pm

Thu 29

Year 10 Food EOTC Trip

CBD

Fri 30

NCEA Exams finish

Fri 30 - Sun 2

Kapa Haka Wananga

12.30pm - 2.45pm

Marist House

DECEMBER
Tue 4

2019 Year 7’s Orientation Day

Wed 5

Year 10 Careers Day

9.30am - 2.30pm

Thu 6 - Fri 7

Year 9 & 10 Outings

Tue 11

Junior Prize Giving

Tue 11

Last Day of TERM 4 - School finishes 12.00pm (approximately)

TBC
College Hall

PTFA - UNIFORM DAY
Our PTFA will be holding a Uniform Day, as follows:-

Date:

Wednesday 23 January, 2019

Time:

11:30am – 1:00pm

Venue:

Pompallier Catholic College – Library

This Uniform Day is to offer parents and caregivers two
options:

10.00am

2019 TERM DATES
TERM 1

Tuesday 29 January

Fri 12 April

TERM 2

Mon 29 April

Fri 5 July

TERM 3

Mon 22 July

Fri 27 September

TERM 4

Mon 14 October

Thu 5 December

Please Note: Dean meetings with Year 11 - 13 students to
confirm subject choices for 2019, will be held at the College on
Wednesday 23 January.

 You may have uniform items that you would like to
swap for bigger sizes.
 You would like to purchase second-hand uniform
items.
The PTFA sells uniform items that have been donated to
the College. This is one way they raise money to spend
on projects within the school; as all money raised stays
within the College.
Uniform purchases must be paid for on the day, by
CASH ONLY (no eftpos facilities sorry).
Please note we do not sell uniform items on behalf.
Should you wish to sell your uniform items, please make
your own arrangements.
The PTFA is now looking for donations of uniform
items. If you would like to donate second hand,
clean, washed uniform items that are in good
condition, they are happy to accept these now. Items
can be dropped off to the College office.
For any queries please contact the PTFA via email:
ptfa@pompallier.school.nz

LEAVING SCHOOL
THIS YEAR?
If you are leaving the College this year, there are a few
things you need to do before you go:


Return all library books and subject textbooks,
otherwise you will be charged for them



Complete a LEAVERS FORM, available from the Student
Centre (Year 13 students should have already received
one from your whānau teacher)



Return your completed Leaver’s Form to Mrs Woolston
in the College office BEFORE the end of term.

Thank you!
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SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 4, Week 6
WPSSA ATHLETICS CHAMPS, Wednesday 28 Nov
This event is on next week and we have a team of 24
competitors and 8 officials attending.
Thank you to the parents who are able to help with
transport. All students who require a ride to Trigg
Stadium at Kensington will be meeting outside the school
office at 8.45am and taken there and brought back in time
to catch normal school buses home.

BUS FARE INCREASES
Route 1
Ritchies Buses has advised us that they will
be increasing their fares on the Route 1 bus, from
January 2019.
New prices are as follows:
Concession (10 rides)

Single Ride

Hikurangi – PCC

$30.00

$4.00

Apotu – PCC

$30.00

$4.00

Springs Flat – PCC

$25.00

$3.00

Kamo – PCC

$25.00

$3.00

2019 EVENTS

Whau Valley – PCC

$25.00

$3.00

Year 7 & 8 Twilight Hockey/Summer 6’s is held at
Kensington from February – March. This starts early in
Term 1, so we would like to gauge interest. Our JMC
Hockey team Coach encourages participation in this so
we can see what ability our players have 

Percy Street – PCC

$25.00

$3.00

Kensington – PCC

$25.00

$3.00

Pompallier – Te Mai

$25.00

$3.00

Please ensure your child remembers their sports shorts/
tights/running shoes (if worn), food, drink, hat and
sunblock. A singlet will be given out to wear on the day.
Students are not permitted to leave the stadium at all
during the day, and will remain in the grandstand during
the event, when not competing.

We already have two parents willing to arrange the
twilight teams for us next year – thanks!

SENIOR LOCKERS

So, Year 7 & 8’s, come to visit Mrs Yorke and let her
know if you are interested please.

Be in quick – limited lockers available!!

SPORTS COACHES AND MANAGERS
We are always keen to get enthusiastic and skilled
volunteers to help us with Sport. If you are interested in
helping next year, please contact me to talk more. Job
descriptions are available for our volunteer roles.
URGENTLY NEEDED - COAT HANGERS !
We are very short of coat hangers – so if you have some
spares at home they would be greatly appreciated 
NORTHLAND CRICKET ASSOCIATION
Northland Cricket would love to invite any Year 7-10
students keen to play some social Cricket with your
mates, to come along to Kensington Park on Fridays at
5.30pm, starting on 9th November.
Boys, girls or mixed teams/individuals are welcome. Each
team consists of 8 players and it is FREE.
You don’t have to be an expert, it’s all about learning the
game and having fun with your mates and making new
friends! If you don’t have enough for a team that is fine,
we will make up teams on the night!
For further information contact Paul Hope, on: 021 951
925 or email: paulh@northcricket.co.nz.

Chantelle Yorke
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR
438 3950 Ext 222
chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz

If you wish to reserve a locker for 2019, or keep your
current locker, you will need to fill in an online order form
at: www.stowawaylockers.co.nz as soon as possible.
If you no longer require your locker for 2019, please let us
know by email: info@stowawaylockers.co.nz. You will
need to return your key at the end of the term, sellotaped
to a piece of paper with your details on for your bond
refund. Ensure the locker is left empty, as any remaining
items will be disposed of at the end of the year.
Keys will need to be received within one week of Term 4
ending, and can be posted to: Stowaway Lockers, 220
Ngunguru Road, RD 3, Whangarei 0173. Refunds will be
direct credited to your bank account in January 2019.

TVNZ2 “FANIMALS”
Searching for 10 - 14 year olds for Farmyard
Olympics
The TVNZ2 Show ‘Fanimals’ is coming to Whangarei
early next month and we are looking for 10-14 year olds
to be involved in the ‘Farmyard Olympics’ segment. To
film these stories we require 50 metres of flat land in a
rural setting (this would usually be a farm or lifestyle
block) and three children (aged 10-14), each with a
different sort of animal. The children may be siblings,
relations, neighbours and/or friends. To see what we
mean, please visit www.heihei.nz and go to ‘Fanimals’
then ‘Farmyard Olympics’.
If you or someone you know are interested, please send
a short introduction of the child / children and animal/s as
soon as possible to:
erica.blatchford@whitebaitmedia.com
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Back to School 2019
HOW DO I ORDER MY STATIONERY?
We team up with OfficeMax to make Back to School easy!
We DO NOT issue stationery lists to students. This is
because all your child’s school stationery list requirements
are uploaded online at myschool.co.nz, to make it easy
for you to purchase your child’s back to school
requirements. Simply search for our school, select your
child's class and/or subject lists and follow the instructions
on the website. Alternatively you can print the stationery
lists and shop in store at OfficeMax, or order by phone.
Buying through OfficeMax MySchool also earns School
Rewards for our school which we can redeem for
much needed educational supplies, equipment for our
classrooms, or to help those students in need.
Stationery is delivered to your home (or a designated
address) by courier. This means that ordering is quick
and easy, stationery lists are not lost and the correct
products are obtained. Payment is by credit/debit card or
internet banking (online) or by cheque, cash or credit
card (in store).
Delivery is free for orders over $46.00 (incl. GST).
The website will “go live” for ordering stationery on
Monday 3rd December. There is also a “Say when you
pay” option available, for orders placed between 1st - 31st
December 2018, and you receive a free gift! See the
OfficeMax website for more information on this.
It is recommended that you order stationery before 14
January 2019 to ensure delivery before school starts
and to allow you time to cover books etc. if necessary.
All students are expected to have their stationery
requirements on the first day of Term 1 (Tuesday 29
January) as teaching will begin on that day.
TO ORDER ONLINE:
1. Go to www.myschool.co.nz and enter Pompallier
into the School Name field
2. Select Pompallier Catholic College
3. Click on “Start”
4. Enter Students First Name, Last Name & Year Level
5. Select the Subjects required
6. Click the “View Requirements List” button

7.

Review the list, adding or deleting items as required.
You may also add additional stationery items
8. When finished, click “Shopping Cart”
9. You now have the option to add another student,
otherwise select “Checkout”
If items are unavailable at the time you order, these
will be placed on backorder and delivered to you as
soon as they arrive. This will be indicated on your
delivery docket
10. Follow the online instructions to enter your delivery
address details and payment options
11. Print a copy of the order and retain it for your
records. Note your Order Number, as this will be
required if you need to return items
TO ORDER IN STORE:
1. Follow steps 1 through 7 to establish which items
you require
2. Take the list to your nearest OfficeMax store :OfficeMax
21 Okara Drive
Whangarei
If the store does not have all the required items in
stock, they will be able to order them for you.
3. If you are asked for your participating school
number, please quote: 4083170
CONDITIONS:
1. Please allow up to ten working days for delivery.
Orders placed after 14 January 2019 may result
in delays and OfficeMax cannot guarantee
delivery before school starts on late orders.
2. If you have any problems, please call OfficeMax
direct on 0800 724 440, NOT the College.
3. Incorrect items can only be returned by first
contacting Customer Services on the 0800 number.
You will need to quote your Order No.
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