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“Every maker of video games knows something that the
makers of curriculum don't seem to understand. You'll
never see a video game being advertised as being easy.
Kids who do not like school will tell you it's not because
it's too hard. It's because it's -- boring” (Seymour Papert).
Our academic results remain well above the norm for both
Northland and New Zealand. We have made wonderful
progress in enhancing our Special Character and are now
entering far more students into a wide range of sports and
cultural activities. But we can’t afford to be complacent in
a rapidly changing world. Keeping learning relevant and
challenging requires a constant review of everything that
we do in our College.
When the parents of our students attended school no one
had heard of the world-wide-web, You Tube, Facebook or
Smart phones with Apps.
The emergence of this
technology has created a wealth of information that far
exceeds our ability to convey it to students. It now begs
the question: what 1/1000 of one percent of this
knowledge should we attempt to convey to the students in
our College?
Our curriculum, however, is not just based on conveying
information to students. We need to prepare students for
their entry into this rapidly changing world. Further to that
intention, Jean Claude Colin (founder of the Marist
Fathers) said that we need to prepare our students to be
good citizens, good scholars, and good Christians.
I believe that we can still do the above, but we are being
asked to do it in the context of an information economy of
today, as opposed to the former industrial one, and this
demands, “more innovation and less imitation, more
creativity and less conformity”, according to Alison Gopnik
of the University of California. Our College should not be
fixated on just doing current things better, but we should
be constantly thinking about how we need to transform
the way we teach and what we teach our students.
Since the emergence of the information economy many
entities have attempted to articulate the skills that people
would now need to navigate the complexities of modern
life. Various organisations and experts have reached a
general consensus about some of these skills. Most wellknown are the "4 Cs" of - critical thinking, collaboration,
communication, and creativity. There is another skill that I
think is very relevant to our students and it is the ability to
address the ethical responsibilities associated with these
complex environments.
One prediction heard at the Digital Nations conference in
Auckland recently was that given our current knowledge
and skills humans could soon live to 500 years. The first
to reach that milestone may already have been born. It
would be very expensive and would require daily
treatment commencing at some chosen age and have

significant social implications. Especially if only one
spouse received treatment! As humanity is exploring that
frontier, it is also exploring the ethics associated with how
to enable people to opt out of life.
How does a student of today, teacher and teenager,
discern an ethical response to such matters if they have
not learnt how to employ the "4 Cs", and be able to
reference a moral code, such as Christianity, to guide
their ethical decision making?
This year the Board of Trustees has asked us to give
considerable thought as to how we can more fully
integrate the social teaching of the Catholic Church into
our regular curriculum.
This is not so that we can provide them with a scripted
response to issues, for they will soon reject that unless it
is both relevant and personally owned by them.
It is also unlikely that the Church will have had time to
address the many issues confronting people today.
Consequently, our students and teachers’ need to apply
the “4 Cs” and ethical reasons so that they can reach an
informed and reasoned decision, communicate this to
others, work with others to address concerns and come
up with alternative approaches if required.
How can students and teachers do this within the context
of three years of NCEA assessment of their
learning? The way we assess learning should reflect
what we desire students to learn. Late last year the
Government announced a review of NCEA and more
recently a review of the whole education system.
We are also commencing a review of whether NCEA
Level 1 is desirable and/or necessary for our students.
Almost 100% of our students leave our College with Level
2 NCEA, which makes Level 1 outcomes redundant for
them. Might we not start with NCEA Level 2 to formally
assess our students?
In our Annual Plan for this year the Board has asked us to
undertake an inquiry as to whether attaining NCEA Level
1 is a necessary and desirable expectation for our
College curriculum and students.
By March we need to discern some Terms of
Reference and the report is to be completed by June. It’s
a tight time frame, so please be ready to provide us with
your thoughts on this matter. It is possible that the
Government review will make our review redundant, but if
we are not constantly applying the “4C’s” to our College
we can hardly ask our students to do this with any degree
of authenticity.
Richard Stanton
PRINCIPAL

VISION STATEMENT
Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours. We promote
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens. Our College shall be a place where
all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”.

UPCOMING EVENTS: Term 1
FEBRUARY
Sun 25 - Sat 3 Mar Marist Youth Neighbour

Te Whaiti

Sun 25 - Fri 2 Mar Year 11 PE EOTC Trip

Great Barrier Island

Tue 27

Waipu Cove

Year 12 Biology EOTC Trip

9.00am - 2.30pm

MARCH
Fri 2

Queenstown Resort College Liaison Visit

10.00am

Mon 5 - Fri 9

Year 9 Special Character Event

Bay of Islands

Tue 6

Year 10 English EOTC Trip

Globe Pop-Up Theatre

Wed 7

International Students Mayoral Visit

Forum North

Wed 7 - Fri 9

Year 7 Camp

“The Farm”

Sat 10

Youth Mass

SFX Church

Mon 12 - Tue 13

Gateway Work Safety Course

College

Wed 14

Year 11 Electronics Safety Course

TBC

Wed 14

WPSSA Swimming Champs

TBC

Thu 15

NSSS Athletics

Sat 17

PTFA Car, Boat & Bike Fair

College Fields

Sun 18 - Sat 24

MYN

Ruatoria

Tue 20

Athletics Day (p/p: Fri 23)

Wed 21

Senior Health Day / RYDA

Toll Stadium

9.15am - 2.30pm

Wed 21

Careers Roadshow

College Hall

12.00pm - 3.00pm

Thu 22

Parent / Teacher Interviews

College

Thu 22

1984 English EOTC Trip

Sun 25 - Wed 28

12GEO EOTC Trip

Tongariro

Mon 26 - Thu 29

Year 12 PE Kayak Camp

Ruakaka

Tue 27

Parent / Teacher Interviews

College

Tue 27 - Thu 29

Year 10 Retreat

Tangihua Lodge

Thu 29

Stations of the Cross Liturgy

College Hall

Thu 29

Year 8 HPV Vaccination 1

College Library

8.30am - 6.00pm
9.00am - 11.30am
6.00pm

9.00am - 3.00pm
10.00am - 2.00pm

3.30pm - 7.00pm
TBC

3.30pm - 7.00pm

9.00am

Fri 30 - Tue 3 Apr Easter Holiday Break

APRIL
Thu 5

Inaugural Mass

College Hall

TBC

Thu 5

Nathan Wallis Seminar

Forum North

7.00pm

Fri 6 - Sun 8

NISS Athletics

Wanganui

Sat 7 - Sat 28

Europe Trip

Mon 9

Senior English Shakespeare Performance

11.30am - 12.30pm

Tue 10

AUT Insights Presentation

12.00pm - 12.50pm

Wed 11 - Thu 12

Te Tai Tokerau Kapa Haka Festival

Thu 12 - Tue 24

Japan Trip

Fri 13

Last Day of Term 1

School finishes 3.00pm

Mon 30

First Day of Term 2

School starts 8.45am

Kerikeri

TBC
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SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 1, Week 4
POMPALLIER SWIMMING SPORTS - RESULTS

HOCKEY & NETBALL TEAMS NAMED

Our Champions for 2018 are …

Meetings with Teachers’ in Charge or Coaches have
been held to advise training times and all players are
expected to attend these as part of their commitment to a
Pompallier team. Team lists are on the Sports noticeboard near the Student Centre.

 Year 7 Girl

Hayley Schutte

 Year 7 Boy

Kayden Kim

 Year 8 Girl

Carla Meyer

 Year 8 Boy

Lawrence Reade

 Junior Girl

Evana Piskulic

 Junior Boy

Connor Owen

 Intermediate Girl

Rebecca Reade

 Senior Girl

Ciara Smith

 Senior Boy

Alexandro Pulizzi

Players home/parent contact information is shared with
Team Management to allow fluid communication.
Fees newsletters will go out and parents/families are
asked to pay these before the start of the season. We try
to keep the fees as low as possible to cover the
affiliations to the local association and minimal costs
incurred for hireage, gear replacement etc.

Congratulations to the following girls who both broke
records at this event:
Ciara Smith - Senior Girls 50m Breaststroke, with her
time of 35.19 (set in 2013 by Melita Raravula 37.72).

Essentially we are simply passing on the money for this
and certainly not making any profit from Sport.
Thank you 
BASKETBALL - YEAR 7 & 8

Rebecca Reade - Intermediate Girls 100m Backstroke,
with her time of 1.13.16 (set in 2015 by Annabell Simpson
1.15.00).

We have students interested in playing Basketball and we
need assistance with coaching and/or managing a team.
Games are usually held on a Thursday evening,
beginning in Term 2.

8 of our swimmers attended the NSS Swim Champs
yesterday (Thursday). We will advise those results in the
next newsletter.

There is a senior student interested in working with someone, so please contact the Sport Co-ordinator at school if
you think you can help!

The House Relay place order was:
1st - Chavoin, 2nd - Aubert, 3rd - Tate, 4th - Colin.
Swimmers in the winning team were: Charlise Workman,
Kayden Kim, Chris Benton, Kahu Whitehouse, Jai Taylor,
Jelford Luzana, Quinn Manihera, Parth Umaria, Pearl
Cullen and Drew Kitchen.

FOOTBALL REFEREES
As a requirement of entering the Mid-week Football
Competition (starting Term 2), the College teams are
meant to provide a referee for HOME games at
Pompallier. Games are played after school at 4.00pm.

STUDENTS

There is a new Referee Development Officer at Northland
Football Federation (Rob McInnes) and they can offer
courses and training support/mentoring.

We want to encourage everyone to be active and join our
teams, so we provide Coaches, uniforms/gear and
support for this to happen.

If there are any students who are willing to do this for us,
or a parent/caregiver/adult from our Pompallier families –
please see the Sport Co-ordinator to get more details.

POMPALLIER
TRIALLING

SPORTS

TEAMS

-

From our students we expect respect towards the
Coach, Officials and your team mates. This includes
making a solid commitment to the team by making all
training and games - on time, fit, and prepared with the
gear you need!

MARIST JUNIOR HOCKEY
Marist is having a Junior Rally Day on Sunday 11th March
at 3.00pm - 4.00pm, by the RDT Turf at Kensington Park.

Pulling out of a team after the selections is very frustrating
for myself, the Coach and your team mates.

Or register online anytime before - registration forms on
the Facebook page, or email hockeymarist@gmail.com
for a form to be emailed to you.

It should be seen as a privilege and good citizenship
to represent your school and bring your unique skills
and passion to the team.

Year 5 & 6 Trials will be held on the same date and time,
on the RDT Turf between 3.00pm - 4.00pm. Please be
early to register and be ready to go.

School sport is a stepping stone to good health,
friendships and character building - BE INVOLVED!!!

We are also gauging interest for Years 7 & 8 and
Collegiate teams! For our Pompallier students who
missed out on selection in our school teams, if you are
interested in playing for Marist, Mrs Yorke has more
information and registration forms.

POMPALLIER BASKETBALL & FOOTBALL TRIALS
These will be happening this term, dates to be advised.
IF you didn’t sign up at the Orientation Day, then come to
give your name to Mrs Yorke, or ensure you attend any
further meetings at school. Always read the daily notices
so you know when to attend these, and trials 

continued on page 4 ...
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SPORTS… continued from page 3
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Peter & Nathan Walker both travelled to Carterton to
compete in the NZ Nationals for Model Aeroplanes during
the Christmas break. They have competed before and
did very well (in most events they were the youngest
competitors). They competed in several events ranging
from Control Line to rubber powered to gliding, and their
results were:
Hand Launch Glider
Catapult Launch Glider
Hanger Rat (rubber powered indoor)
Hand Launch Glider
Sportsman Aerobatics
Kit Scale

Peter 2nd, Nathan 5th
Peter 11th, Nathan 14th
Nathan 1st, Peter 3rd
Nathan 5th, Peter 7th
Peter 4th, Nathan 5th
Peter 2nd

Due to these results Peter won NZ Champion of
Champions Junior and NZ Champion Modeller Junior.
Congratulations to both boys!

MARIST FOOTBALL MUSTER DAY - Saturday 3 March
1 hour of drills and a game so come prepared – playing
kit, boots, shin pads, water bottle. Meet at Marist
Clubrooms, Park Avenue, Kensington.
Grades 9/10
Grades 11/12
Grades 13+

12.30pm
1.30pm
2.30pm

Players are grouped by age. The player’s age on their
birthday during the current season’s calendar year (1
January to 31 December inclusive) determines the grade
for that year, i.e. a 10th Grade player turns 10 during the
calendar year.
For more information or to contact us please visit:
http//:www.sporty.co.nz/marist
CB / MAUNU FC 2018 FOOTBALL SEASON
CB / Maunu FC are now taking registrations for the 2018
season for players aged 4 – 16 years old.
All registrations are now done online via a new
registration system launched by NZ football, called
Comet. Players who registered last season will be sent
an email on how to register for this year. New players or
other
enquires email: maunusoccer@gmail.com or
contact Bryn Hughes on 0276 528 904.
FC FOOTBALL RALLY DAY - Saturday 24 February
FC Whangarei invite any interested / existing players to
pop down to the club at 11 Rawhiti Street, Morningside,
for the 2018 Club Rally Day on Saturday 24th February for
the upcoming season, from 2.00pm onwards.
If you are unable to make this date, the Club will be open
on Tuesday evenings from 6.15pm for registrations.

SKATE CLASSES

Mens pre-season training is underway and this happens
on Tuesdays from 6.00pm at Morningside Park and is
open to all interested and existing players.

Learn how to roll with skatescool.co.nz. 2 locations to
choose from: Mondays 3.30pm – 116 Bank Street,
Thursdays 3.15pm – Onerahi Hall.

Trainings are Tuesday and Thursday nights.
More
information is available at the Morningside Facebook
page.

All ages and all levels welcome. Technique, levels,
games on skates (quads and inline available).
For more information please contact Brigitte Legendre on
09 434 4414 or 021 133 9087.
TABLE TENNIS NORTHLAND
Years 5 - 8: Wednesdays 3.30pm - 5.00pm, beginning
Wednesday 21st February, at the Table Tennis Centre at
Kensington Park.
Cost: $40.00 subscription for a year, or $2.00 casual fee
per session.
Years 9 - 13: Wednesdays anytime between 3.30pm 6.45pm, beginning Wednesday 21st February.
Cost: $60.00 subscription for a year, or $4.00 casual fee
per session.
We have bats for sale or they may be hired for $1.00.
Soft soled non marking shoes must be worn.
Enquiries phone Jessica 027 925 4538.

Chantelle Yorke
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR
438 3950 Ext 222
chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz
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HEALTH
CORNER
Hauora / Wellbeing
 This Lent, will you choose an action that will trigger a
prayer? Who will you pray for?
 For a whole week, could you give the gift of a smile?
 For those who play winter sports, what are you doing
to avoid injury?
 Consider just 5 minutes each day being still.....
Johanna Luiten-Parker
TIC HEALTH

COLLEGE ACCOUNTS
Our College accounts were emailed to families last
week. If you have not received a statement for your
child yet, or if you have any queries regarding your
account, please contact Jane Woolston in the College
office,
on
438
3950
ext
200,
or
email:
fees@pompallier.school.nz.
We are happy to accept regular automatic payments
throughout the year towards your school account. If you
need some assistance with working out a weekly/
fortnightly amount to ensure your account is paid by the
end of the year, please contact Jane and she will be
happy to work through this with you.
Also, just a reminder that if you are making payments by
internet banking, please make sure that you use the
student’s name and their ID No. (shown on the
statement) as a reference, to ensure your payment is
allocated correctly.
If you are experiencing any difficulties in making
payment at any time during the year, we encourage you
to contact Jane, so that options can be discussed in
confidence. Thank you.

If you have a student success you would
like to share, email us at …

newsletter@pompallier.school.nz

PAST PUPILS UPDATE

STUDENTS NEW TO NCEA …
By now, all students new to the National Certificate of
Educational Achievement (NCEA) should have had the
rules and procedures explained to them by their
teachers. It is vital they understand both their rights and
responsibilities, so they can have a successful and
productive year.
Students should also have course overviews and
assessment statements for all their subjects and keep a
diary showing when assessments are due.
For further information, go to:
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/audience-pages/students/
If students or parents would prefer a booklet explaining
NCEA, please see the Principal’s Nominee, Mrs van
Stokkum.

HEADS UP - FOR YEAR 12
HEALTH DAY!
Wednesday 21 March
This is our first Senior Health Day of 2018.
Year 12 students will be off site at Toll Stadium,
participating in the Rotary Youth Driver Awareness
(RYDA) program. Students will need to find their own
way to and from the venue, so please put this date on
your calendar now and sort out transport arrangements.
This is a compulsory school day for all senior students.
Many thanks.
Johanna Parker, TIC HEALTH

SENIOR SCHOOL
LOCKERS
Be in quick - limited lockers available!
If you would like to rent a locker for 2018, or keep your
current locker, you will need to fill in an online order form,
at:
http://www.stowawaylockers.co.nz/ as soon as
possible.
If you no longer require your locker for 2018, please let
us know by email: info@stowaway.co.nz. You will need
to return your key, sellotaped to a piece of paper with
your details on for your bond refund. Ensure the locker is
left empty, as any remaining items will be disposed of.
Keys will need to be returned by post to: Stowaway
Lockers, 220 Ngunguru Road, RD 3, Whangarei 0173.
Refunds will be posted or direct credited to your bank
account.

We congratulate the following past student
who graduated from The University of
Waikato in December 2017:

Note: Please do not contact the school regarding these
lockers, we only provide an area for them, we are not the
owners - contact Robyn at Stowaway Lockers for any
queries or for more information, on 027 4221 783, or 437
5818.

Paige Hubner:

Thank you.

Bachelor of Teaching - Primary
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ATTENTION ALL
BUS USERS!!
All students have now been issued
with Student ID cards, which show
which bus they are eligible to
catch. Please note that variances to student travel may
be made in emergencies only, and with approval from
the school. The Ministry of Education provides transport,
in the form of bus services, to and from a students place
of residence, and not their after school activities.
We appreciate parents understanding that it would be
impossible to manage, organise and maintain safety on
an already stretched loading system, to enable students
to use any bus they wanted to get to their wide and
varied after school activities. Please make your own
arrangements in these cases. Students are able to
access 2 fare-paying services - Route 1 and the CitylinkMaunu service. Thank you for your co-operation in this
matter.
If your child loses their bus pass, they can apply for a
replacement by paying $6.00 to the College office. A
temporary pass will be issued, and a new one will be
ordered for them.

LORETO HALL TEACHERS
TRAINING COLLEGE REUNION
Can you help???
Susan Ross, rscj and Christina Neunzerling, rsj are
hoping to find as many interested men and woman who
fit the 1969-1973 year group at Loreto Hall Teachers’
Training College in Auckland.

KIWI ARE
COMING
Pukenui Forest Trust are excited to announce that up to 12
adult kiwi will be released into Pukenui Forest on Saturday
17th March (weather dependent).
We are holding public meetings to share information about
the Trust’s work, the kiwi reintroduction and threats to kiwi,
and to answer questions.
Kara Kokopu Community Hall

27th February 5.30pm

Maunu Primary School Library

1st March

Whangarei Quarry Gardens
Hurupaki Primary School Hall

5.30pm

th

5.30pm

th

5.30pm

7 March
8 March

You are invited to attend one of these meetings, so we can
work together to help protect these unique and beautiful
birds!
For further information contact: pukenuiranger@gmail.com.
www.pukenuitrust.org.nz. Like us on Facebook to get
regular updates: Pukenui Western Hills Forest Trust.

P.T.F.A
Car, Boat & Bike Fair
Saturday 17th March, 10am - 2pm

A reunion is being planned for 2 nd June 2018, in
Auckland. We would be most grateful:

The PTFA would like to invite you and your child to
be involved in our CAR, BOAT and BIKE Fair, which
is to be held at the College.

 to receive email addresses for anyone you know who
fits this timeline.

 We will need help with the Car Wash, Sausage
Sizzle and Parking Vehicles.

 if you could find the time to ‘like’ & ‘share’ our Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/loretohallnz/
Please forward any contact details to Sue
Ross: suerkiwi@gmail.com so they can be added to the
list for further information.

EXTRA HELP FOR STUDENTS
WITH DYSLEXIA

 There will be rostered times available in the three
areas over the four hours.
The money raised will assist the school in creating a
pleasant canteen space for your child/ren, now and in
the future.
Please spare a couple of hours to support your
PTFA. If you can help, please email us on:
ptfa@pompallier.school.nz

Is your child being well taught but still not making the
progress you would expect?
Could your child be dyslexic, have a specific learning
disability?
To discuss this please contact Dyslexia PLUS, provider of
both educational assessments and customised 1:1 private
tutoring.
09 430 0693 admin@dyslexiaplus.org.nz
Page 6

Page 7

Page 8

