POMPALLIER CATHOLIC COLLEGE
Te Kāreti Katorika o Pomapārie

“Diligere Verum”

“Love the Truth”

“Arohatia te Whakapono”

Newsletter 18 : 24 November, 2017

A few weeks ago the Principal of Kings High School,
Dunedin, conveyed in a speech that he thought it was
unreasonable for some parents to expect schools to deal
with all aspects of learning and behaviour, while leaving
such parents free to try being “best friends” with their
teenage sons. In other words, he was urging some
parents to step-up as parents and not to expect the
school to take on a role to address society and family
problems as well as offer a high standard of education.
Schools are neither funded nor equipped to be social
agencies for families, but there is an increasing
expectation that we should be the people who deal with
the social and behavioural problems encountered by our
young people. This expectation is frequently reinforced
by mainstream and social media, by their ready
association of problematic behaviour and a schools’
name.
If I were to consider a student in Year 13 at the end of
their secondary schooling, they have spent less than 5%
of their life time in a secondary school. If I looked at
school time on an annual basis for a secondary student, it
is less than 14% of their year. It would be rather difficult
to contend that this 4% of their life time or 14% of a year
is responsible for all their educational successes and
behavioural failures. So who is accepting accountability
for the other 86% of a students’ time?
Schools have been structured upon the premise that
parents were looking after the other 86% of the time, but
this is becoming ever more difficult for parents who need
two incomes to make ends meet and find themselves
exhausted at the end of most days. Students are now
having an ever increasing proportion of their development
time being socialised by their peers and the (anti) social
media they consume.

won’t give rise to “good citizens”. It will only swell a rising
prison population.
Changing teenagers behaviour requires time, negotiation,
education, practice and explanation if it is to generate a
long-lasting positive change. That intervention must
come from parents first and this is undermined when
parents try to befriend their children. Teenagers need to
learn that parenting requires many skills, all encased in
shatter-proof love. That is how they will also learn to be
good parents to the next generation.
Our College also needs to utilise similar strategies when
presented with challenging behaviour. Until the early
1980’s we could impose the threat of physical punishment
to bring about behavioural change. It generated some
level of compliance, but taught very little in terms of
adopting alternative desirable behaviour.
Imposing
detentions, stand-downs and other forms of deprivation
are just as ineffective if students are not supported by
some active intervention designed to increase their ability
to select positive behavioural choices. All of this takes a
lot of time, effort and resources, but it does bring about
change and helps to create the wonderful environment we
have at the College.
We saw this evidenced recently at our Leavers’ Mass with
the outstanding singing and student participation. We see
it in the way our senior students have gained thousands
of dollars in scholarships here and abroad this year, and
our ability to have 98% of our school leavers have Level 2
NCEA or better. And from a slightly different perspective,
we saw it when the recent visit from the Police drug dog
team found no presence of drugs in our school.
Have a happy Christmas everyone.
God bless you all and your whānau.

Tired parents, when confronted with behavioural issues,
sometimes take a path of least resistance and befriend
their children or they opt for the “quick” punishment/
consequence approach to bring about a change in
behaviour. Unfortunately, neither of these approaches
bring about long-term desirable change.
The aim of most punishment is to weaken someone’s
behaviour until it completely eliminates a particular
response.
However, a lot of research shows that
punishment does not actually weaken a person’s
behaviour, it simply suppresses it. If a teenager fears
being punished, they may continue to do the undesirable
behaviour when free of the “punisher”; in essence, they
don’t like the punishment, but they may still enjoy the
behaviour.
In our school, where we seek to produce “good citizens”,
a focus upon punishment alone as a consequence for
poor behaviour might make the students compliant, but it

Richard Stanton
PRINCIPAL

2018 TERM DATES
TERM 1

Tuesday 30 January

Fri 13 April

TERM 2

Mon 30 April

Fri 6 July

TERM 3

Mon 23 July

Fri 28 September

TERM 4

Mon 15 October

Wed 12 December

Please Note: Dean meetings with Year 11 - 13 students to
confirm subject choices for 2018, will be held at the College on
Wednesday 24 January, in Room 26.

VISION STATEMENT
Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours. We promote
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens. Our College shall be a place where
all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”.

UPCOMING EVENTS: Term 4
NOVEMBER
Mon 27

Year 10 French Trip

Auckland

8.00am - 6.00pm

Wed 29

Year 10 Career’s Day

CBD

9.00am - 3.00pm

Thu 30

2018 Year 7/8 Orientation Day

Thu 30

Year 9 & 10 Electives

Various locations

Fri 1

Year 9 & 10 Away Day

Beach

Thu 7

Junior Prize Giving

College Hall

Thu 7

Last Day of Term 4

School finishes 12.00pm

9.30am - 2.00pm

DECEMBER
10.00am

LEAVING SCHOOL THIS YEAR?
If you are leaving the College this year, there are a few things you need to do before you go:
 Return all library books and subject textbooks, otherwise you will be charged for them
 Complete a LEAVERS FORM, available from the Student Centre (Year 13 students should have
already received one from your whānau teacher)
 Return your completed Leaver’s Form to the Student Centre BEFORE the end of term.
Thank you!

COLLEGE ACCOUNTS
As we are nearing the end of Term 4, we
would like to remind families that your school
account must be paid in full by 31st December. Now is
a really good time to look over your account to ensure
this will happen. If you need any help with this, please
contact Jane Woolston in the College office.
Many thanks to those families who have already paid
their account in full, or have a regular payment in place.
A friendly reminder from the Auckland Diocese for
parents and caregivers of students who will be leaving
Pompallier Catholic College at the end of this year;
Attendance Dues must be paid in full by 1st
December 2017. Families who have an on-going AP
are exempt from this date but must commit to continuing
payments until the account is paid.
Failure to pay the account or make contact with the
College Office to arrange alternative methods of
payment, may result in the overdue account being sent
to Debtworks NZ Ltd for default listing at credit reporting
agencies.

Te Whānau o te Kura
Pomapārie
Upcoming Events for Māori Whānau
Tuesday 28 November
Whānau Hui, 7.00pm, College Staffroom

PTFA - UNIFORM DAY
Our PTFA will be holding a Uniform Day, as follows:-

Date:

Wednesday 24 January, 2018

Time:

11:30am – 1:00pm

Venue:

Pompallier Catholic College – Library

This Uniform Day is to offer parents and caregivers two
options:
 You may have uniform items that you would like to
swap for bigger sizes.
 You would like to purchase second-hand uniform
items.
The PTFA sells uniform items that have been donated to
the College. This is one way they raise money to spend
on new equipment, school events and resources for the
school and student community; all money from second
hand uniform sales goes to the school.
Uniform purchases must be paid for on the day, by
CASH ONLY (no eftpos facilities sorry).
Please note we do not sell uniform items on behalf.
Should you wish to sell your uniform items, please make
your own arrangements.
If you would like to donate second hand, clean,
washed uniform items that are in good condition, the
PTFA is happy to accept these now. Items can be
dropped off to the College office.
For any queries please contact Kay Kirwan via email:
kayosh@paradise.net.nz.
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SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 4, Week 6
UPCOMING SPORTS - TERM 1, 2018



Emphasis on self-discipline is explicit - loss of temper
on court or at training and use of unsavoury language
on court will not be tolerated.



Accept the umpire’s decisions as final. Any concerns
or queries to be raised with either your Team Captain/
Coach during the interval or at the conclusion of the
game, whichever applies first.



Be a good sport.
opponent.



Treat all players as you yourself would like to be
treated. Don’t interfere with, bully, or take unfair
advantage of, another player.



Remember the aim of the game - enjoy it, give it your
all.



Co-operate with your Captain, Coach, teammates and
opponents, for without them you would not have a
game.



Training times are set down by the Coaches of the
respective teams and all players must be prompt. If,
for any reason you are unable to attend a training
session, the player must notify the Coach at least one
day prior to that particular training session.

Kensington



All players must respect the authority of the Coach in
all aspects of the game, i.e. on and off the court.



All players are encouraged to express any concerns/
views they have in regard to any aspect of training
and Coaches must ensure that the environment is
there to do so.

All events entered are subject to student interest, parent
help and organiser’s changes.
*** All players who wish to trial for College teams should
have considered the commitment required for the whole
season, and all fees must be paid at the start of the
season, after selection into teams. Fees newsletters for
each sports code will be given out asap after team trials.
Year 7 & 8 Events:
 Thu 8 Feb

Hockey Trials - JMC

Kensington

 Tue 13 Feb

Swimming Sports (p/p: 15 Feb)

Pompallier

 Mon 19 Feb

7 & 8 Netball Trials

Pompallier

 Wed 14 Mar

WPSSA Swimming (p/p: TBC)

WIS

Secondary Events:
 Feb lunchtimes

Athletics Qualifiers (Jav, TJ, HJ )

School

 Mar lunchtimes

Athletics Qualifiers (Jav, TJ, HJ )

School

 Fri 2 Feb

Orientation Event (lunchtime)

School

 Fri 2 Feb

Swim Sports Entries Open

 Thu 8 Feb

Collegiate Hockey Trials

 Fri 9 Feb

Swim Sports Entries Close

 Mon 12 Feb

Netball Trials - Collegiate

Pompallier

 Tue 13 Feb

Swimming Sports (p/p: 15 Feb)

Pompallier

 Wed 14 Feb

Equestrian Show Jumping

 14 - 15 Feb

Swimming 100m heats (lunch)

Pompallier

 Thu 22 Feb

NSS Swim Champs

Dargaville

 Thu 1 Mar

NSS Surfing #1

 Sat 3 Mar

Clay Target Shooting 1

 Thu 15 Mar

NSS Track & Field

 Tue 20 Mar

Athletics Day (p/p: 22 Mar)

 Thu 5 Apr

NSS Surfing #2

 Thu 5 Apr

NSS Combined Equestrian

 Fri 6 Apr

NISS Athletics Champs

 Sat 7 & 14 Apr

WNC Netball Grading

 TBC

Girls & Boys Football Trials

 TBC

Girls & Boys Football training begins TBC

TBC

No smoking.



No jewellery permitted on Court.



No boxers/shorts/bike pants to be worn under sports
uniforms.

Kensington



Fingernails short.

Pompallier



Plain socks and navy or full black knickers to be worn.

TBC



Appropriate footwear must be worn.

Kaikohe



School jumper, fleece or plain navy jacket to be worn,
unless players have team tracksuit.

Central
Kaeo

TBC
Kensington
TBC

Each sport has its own Code of Conduct which outlines
the commitment, courtesy and respect expected from our
team participants, to help ensure an enjoyable season.
All players are expected to abide by this throughout the
season, and below is the Netball version for your
reference:


Dress Code:


CODE OF CONDUCT - ALL SPORTS

General:

Recognise good play from your

Uniforms:
Skirts, shirts and bibs are the property of the school.
Each player will be given a skirt and shirt or No 1 team
dress at the beginning of the season. During that time it
will be their responsibility to take care of the uniform. Any
disrepair may result in a payment to the club.
Umpiring & WNC Duties:
All players are expected to complete duties as per the
WNC draw, and/or serve as an Umpire (on a roster put
out by their respective Coach), if applicable to your team.

continued on page 4 ...

Play within the spirit of the rules.
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SPORTS… continued from page 3
2018 ORIENTATION - SPORTS & COLLEGE CLUBS/
GROUPS/ACTIVITIES
This event, held in the first few weeks of the new year,
allows us to advertise our opportunities within the College
and take names for upcoming trials – particularly for
winter sports trials for Basketball, Football, Hockey and
Netball.
Students can ask questions about the sports codes they
wish to trial for, and should sign-up their positions if asked
by the person-in-charge 
NETBALL TRIALS - FEBRUARY 2018
These are the proposed dates for our Netball trials next
year:
Collegiate (Year 9-13)

Monday 12 February (week 3)

Year 7 & 8

Monday 19 February (week 4)

All players are expected to sign-up their name and
positions so trials can be organised before the set date.
This means serious consideration needs to be given to
their ability to commit to the team for the whole season;
meaning please think about whether you have too many
other activities to allow regular attendance at training and
games!
PLEASE do not put your name down then pull out
without letting Mrs Yorke know, so the game sheets
can be amended before trials – thanks!
Generally trials run in 10 minute rounds – 3 or more
rounds which is dependant on the number of players and
time available.
The trials start after school so you have time to change
(have a quick snack if desired), get a trial number and
then warm-up ready for trials at 3.30pm.
HOCKEY TRIALS - PROPOSED DATES FOR 2018
We cannot confirm dates until Hockey Northland confirm
our turf booking – but keep week 2 free of activities!
HOLIDAY SURF PROGRAMME
The O’Neill Surf Academy are running their popular
programme over the summer. This is free for 11-17 year
olds.

2018 BUS INFORMATION
Pompallier Catholic College buses will begin running
from Tuesday 30 January 2018 on all of our school
routes. However, the students who use other schools’
buses to connect to ours should check with their bus
company to confirm their start date.
Due to students changing residences, students who have
left our school, and new enrolments, there will be some
changes in who can use each service. We will monitor
this in the first few weeks of Term 1.
Please check the route timetables on the transport page
of our College website: Transport Information
A reminder that eligibility is dependent on where a
student lives, available public services in the area and
loading limits.
Student ID’s also double as your bus pass, and these will
be issued asap in the new year. Until then, no pass is
required.
For any queries please contact our Bus Co-Ordinator,
Barb Clarke via email: buses@pompallier.school.nz

YEAR 9 SPECIAL CHARACTER
EVENT
Monday 5 - Friday 9 March, 2018
Our Year 9 students in 2018 will be attending this event
in the Bay of Islands on the above dates. There is an
expectation that all students attend this event as it is part
of our Special Character curriculum.
The cost of the retreat is approximately $160.00 per
student, however we are applying for funding to hopefully
reduce this cost. We understand this is a large expense
at the beginning of the year, hence the early notification.
If you foresee any difficulties with paying for the camp,
please contact Jane Woolston in the College office to
discuss options.
Remember, if you have a student success
you would like to share, email us at …

newsletter@pompallier.school.nz

Monday – Friday, 18-22 Dec / 1-5 Jan / 8-12 Jan / 15-19
Jan, at Tutukaka Coast, plus these dates and 22-26 Jan
at Taupo Bay.
Suitable for beginner and intermediate surfers –
developing surf skills and water confidence in a fun and
safe environment plus fun beach games.
Limited
spaces
–
Please
surf@oneillsurfacademy.co.nz
www.oneillsurfacademy.co.nz

email

to

book

Chantelle Yorke
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR
438 3950 Ext 222
chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz

OVERDUE LIBRARY &
SUBJECT BOOKS
There are a number of overdue library books, and subject
textbooks outstanding.
Students - if you have received an overdue library book
notice and/or been issued a subject textbook during the
year and have not yet returned them, please do so
before the end of this term, to avoid being charged
for the cost of the book.
Parents - if you could ask your child if they have a book
outstanding, that would be very helpful!
Thank you.
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YEAR 7 ADVENTURE CAMP : 1 - 3 November, 2017
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AN OVERSEAS STUDENT EXCHANGE EXPERIENCE ...
Over the course of last year and this year, one of our students, Raphael Rauner, participated in a student exchange
with a young man from Chile, Matias Santibanez. Raphael spent 6 months in Chile last year with Matias and his family,
then Matias spent 6 months in New Zealand this year with Raphael and his family.
Below is an account of the experience from Raphael’s viewpoint, along with his parents. They are hoping that by
sharing their stories, they may be able to inspire other students and their parents to participate in this enriching
experience!
Family Experience

Student Experience

In May of last year, we received an offer at short notice that a
student exchange with Chile was possible.

In July last year I had the privilege of participating in a
reciprocal student exchange to Chile.

The exchange is a reciprocal exchange with a Chilean High
School. In the earlier stages we did not know where in Chile
the exchange would take place.
Nevertheless, we
immediately advocated such a possibility. We discussed this
with our son in the family.

At first it seemed like a daunting experience, going to
another country, and not knowing how to speak the
language. But after a lot of thinking, I wanted to fulfill my
long time dream of learning Spanish, and visiting South
America, so I decided to go. I also looked at the great
benefits of a reciprocal exchange - I would know how Chile
is, and he would know how New Zealand is, and we would
learn about each other’s ways of life on both sides of the
Pacific. It was also affordable, the only “costs” incurred were
the flights and pocket money.

The reciprocal exchange also did not burden our family
budget massively, since we had to only finance the flight and
the pocket money. In return, we committed ourselves to
provide for the exchange student from Chile in the same
way.
There are very few opportunities worldwide to obtain such a
unique and affordable life experience.
Gradually we got the information about the city and the
school in Chile. Concon is a quiet suburb of Valparaiso.
We didn’t know the school itself, we learned about the school
once our son when out there for the half-year. To our
surprise, the school had a good infrastructure and was at
least equivalent if not better than here in New Zealand. A
very modern school, well-furnished classrooms and a tight
time schedule. This also showed us that our joint decision
was very good. Our son came to Concon with no Spanish
knowledge. In that half year, besides the Spanish language,
he learned a lot for his future life. As a result, our son
completed the Spanish lessons in New Zealand this year
with a top result.
The lessons in Chile were well organised, very tight and
disciplined. The goal set by Pompallier, was learning about
Chilean culture and the fundamentals of the foreign
language also facilitated the difficult start for our son.
When we brought our son back after half a year, we were
enriched only with very good experiences. Concon is a safe
city, Colegio Altazor is a safe school and the experience
gained from it, is enriching for our child.
Matias, the Chilean boy, came to us at the beginning of this
year. For him, the lifestyle New Zealand offered was
certainly more extreme than the change from Kiwi lifestyle to
Chilean lifestyle.
Matias was already seventeen and lived a very lively Chilean
life. At the beginning, he found life here rather boring. Over
time, he also learned that there are different and very nice
alternatives to the urban life in Chile.
We did a lot with Matias and showed him that New Zealand
nature has a lot of beautiful and respectable places and
parts. Activities at Pompallier, such as soccer and his new
classmates also facilitated his entry and time here in New
Zealand.

Gradually me and my parents started to get information
about the school, and the location within Chile. Concon is a
safe suburb on the outskirts of Valparaiso, an area of central
Chile on the coast. Living in a city has many benefits, public
transport and quick accessibility to different parts, were some
of the perks.
One of the best memories I had was arriving in Matias’s
hometown, but also going on day trips, observing the
scenery from the snow capped Andes, the lush forests of the
south, to the dry Atacama desert.
The first day of school was also a great memory. It was
different, and I was thankful that the Chileans were equipped
with basic English, which was helpful when we
communicated.
The 8-hour long days were something to get used to, and the
long, formal lessons were different to New Zealand, but it
enriched me in knowledge, especially the Spanish and
History lessons, where not only Chilean history was taught
but also different perspectives on world issues.
But the most valuable lesson learnt was meeting the different
inspirational people throughout the six months I was there.
They inspired me in many ways, and they continue to inspire
me, especially the friendships I developed at the school, but
also outside of the school.
All in all, speaking another language is a very good skill to
have. To learn one can be hard, all you need is the will, but
there is no better way to learn a language than go on an
exchange. Many schools don’t offer opportunities like this,
so if you have the chance to go on an exchange like this,
take it, take it now, because you will only regret not taking it.
It will change your life, don’t be shadowed by fear, stand up
to your fear, because fear creates nothing. Head confidently
in the direction of your dreams.
Raphael Rauner

The six months in Chile and the six months here in New
Zealand passed very quickly for the children, and it remains
a very good experience. We can highly recommend a
student exchange from our side.
Such a good and
inexpensive experience is rare.
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Back to School 2018
HOW DO I ORDER MY STATIONERY?
We’ve teamed up with OfficeMax to make Back to School
easy!
We DO NOT issue stationery lists to students. This is
because all your child’s school stationery list requirements
are uploaded online at myschool.co.nz to make it easy for
you to purchase your child’s back to school requirements.
Simply search for our school, select your child's class
and/or subject lists and follow the instructions on the
website. Alternatively you can print the stationery lists
and shop in store at OfficeMax, or order by phone.
Buying through OfficeMax MySchool also earns School
Rewards for our school which we can redeem for
much needed educational supplies, equipment for our
classrooms, or to help those students in need.
Stationery is delivered to your home (or a designated
address) by courier. This means that ordering is quick
and easy, stationery lists are not lost and the correct
products are obtained. Payment is by credit/debit card or
internet banking (online) or by cheque, cash or credit
card (in store).
Delivery is free for orders over $46.00 (incl. GST).
The website will “go live” for ordering stationery on
Friday 1st December. There is also a “Buy Now, Pay
Later” option available, for orders placed between 1 st 31st December 2017, and you receive a free gift! See the
OfficeMax website for more information on this.
It is recommended that you order stationery before 15
January 2018 to ensure delivery before school starts
and to allow you time to cover books etc. if necessary.
All students are expected to have their stationery
requirements on the first day of Term 1 (Tuesday 30
January) as teaching will begin on that day.
TO ORDER ONLINE:
1. Go to www.myschool.co.nz and enter Pompallier
into the School Name field
2. Select Pompallier Catholic College
3. Click on “Start”
4. Enter Students First Name, Last Name & Year Level
5. Select the Subjects required

6.
7.

Click the “View Requirements List” button
Review the list, adding or deleting items as required.
You may also add additional stationery items
8. When finished, click “Shopping Cart”
9. You now have the option to add another student,
otherwise select “Checkout”
If items are unavailable at the time you order, these
will be placed on backorder and delivered to you as
soon as they arrive. This will be indicated on your
delivery docket
10. Follow the online instructions to enter your delivery
address details and payment options
11. Print a copy of the order and retain it for your
records. Note your Order Number, as this will be
required if you need to return items
TO ORDER IN STORE:
1. Follow steps 1 through 7 to establish which items
you require
2. Take the list to your nearest OfficeMax store :OfficeMax
21 Okara Drive
Whangarei
If the store does not have all the required items in
stock, they will be able to order them for you.
3. If you are asked for your participating school
number, please quote: 4083170
CONDITIONS:
1. Please allow up to ten working days for delivery.
Orders placed after 15 January 2018 may result
in delays and OfficeMax cannot guarantee
delivery before school starts on late orders.
2. If you have any problems, please call OfficeMax
direct on 0800 724 440, NOT the College.
3. Incorrect items can only be returned by first
contacting Customer Services on the 0800 number.
You will need to quote your Order No.
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