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Our Deputy Principal, Mr Mutton, and myself, were in
China for the school holidays and the first week of Term
4. We visited seven schools and met with Directors of
Education and a few University people as part of
establishing long-term relationships with a few selected
schools in China. We focused upon the top performing
schools in two inland provinces of China, called An Hui
and Jiangxi. Within the provinces we visited five cities.
The smallest of these cities had a population of 4.2
million.
These cities did not receive many tourists as they were
inland provincial cities which did not have a regular tourist
network. They were much like provincial New Zealand
cities but on a larger scale. We saw less than 10
European faces during the 10 days we were in these
cities. Most of the cities had recently been connected into
the high-speed rail network within the last six to ten years.
These trains frequently travelled along at 300 km/per hour
and were a great way to get from city to city.
By visiting some of the more off-track cities, we had the
opportunity to meet with local people who were not
focused upon the tourist market. The food was variable
and interesting, the prices low, and the people very
friendly towards us at all times. It seemed like a very
friendly and safe place at all times.

very polite and formal in their interaction with staff and the
visitors. They were more advanced in knowledge than
students of a similar age in New Zealand. Mr Mutton
looked at a Year 10 Maths book that the students were
using and remarked that it was similar work to what our
students did in Year 12.
A major point of difference was that students used very
little technology in the classroom and had few activities
that required them to work with others or to explore
individualised learning. The education was, on the whole,
very teacher directed and the students were expected to
revise everything they had been taught during the
evening after school had finished. However, there were
also many examples of great teaching practice which
would readily fit into a New Zealand school environment.
The teachers we observed were very good and had an
excellent grasp of English.
Whenever we had a Q&A session the students often
asked us to compare the life of a student in China to a
student in New Zealand. They seem very aware that
classes in NZ have fewer students and far less hours of
study at school. Many of them saw this to be a desirable
reason for living in NZ, as it would lessen some of the
great pressure that they are under to perform well at
school.

The schools we went to ranged in size from 1,200 to
6,700 students and covered the same age range as our
students. Every time we visited a new school we used te
reo Māori and a waiata in our introduction. This was very
well received by the local people who often wanted to
know more about Māori culture and how it is lived in New
Zealand.

In the next few years we intend to have regular
exchanges of students and staff between these schools
and other schools in Whangarei. In the short-term we are
working at building upon the relationships we have
established and offering some short-term educational
visits for students and teachers from China.

In the first few days, when visiting the schools, the
temperature was around 34 degrees which made us a
little uncomfortable in our formal clothing of suits.
However, our discomfort was soon forgotten when we had
opportunities to meet students and to be in the classroom.
The classrooms were a similar size to ours, but had 50-60
students in them. The students were very friendly and
wanted to try out their English skills with their visitors.

POLICE SEARCH AT SCHOOL

Many of the classes we visited had done preparation work
about New Zealand and could readily identify with aspects
of our country. One class had prepared a series of power
point presentations about their school and the city. The
students who presented their work were able to recite the
contents on the slides word-for-word without looking at
the slide. Amazing memory, or just a consequence of a
school day that started at 7.00am and finished at
10.00pm?

Recently the Board of Trustees extended an invitation to
the New Zealand Police to undertake a search at school.
I have informed students that within the next month the
Police will undertake a search in the school for illegal
items. Such a search may involve a dog, but there will be
no contact between any dog and student.
We will ensure that any disturbance to the teaching and
learning of students will be minimal during this time.
Should you have any concerns/comments please contact
our Deputy Principal, Mr Mutton, via email:
greg.mutton@pompallier.school.nz.

The students were very impressive. I found them to be

Richard Stanton
PRINCIPAL

VISION STATEMENT
Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours. We promote
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens. Our College shall be a place where
all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”.

UPCOMING EVENTS: Term 4
OCTOBER
Fri 27

Year 7 & 8 Athletics Sports

Mon 30

Year 7 & 8 Athletics Sports (p/p date)

Tue 31

Leavers’ Mass

SFX Church

1.15pm

Wed 1

Senior Prize Giving

College Hall

7.00pm

Wed 1 - Fri 3

Year 7 Camp

The Farm

Fri 3 - Wed 8

Junior Exams

Fri 3

Year 13 Leavers’ Dinner

Thu 9

NCEA EXAMS BEGIN

Mon 13 - Fri 24

e-asTTLe Exams

Tue 21

WPSSA Athletics Champs

Thu 30

2018 Year 7/8 Orientation Day

NOVEMBER

ASB Stadium

6.00pm

9.30am - 2.00pm

DECEMBER
Thu 7

Junior Prize Giving

College Hall

Thu 7

Last Day of Term 4

School finishes 12.00pm

LEAVING SCHOOL
THIS YEAR?

SENIOR LOCKERS
Be in quick – limited lockers available!!
If you wish to reserve a locker for 2018, or keep your
current locker, you will need to fill in an online order form
at: www.stowawaylockers.co.nz as soon as possible.
If you no longer require your locker for 2018, please let
us know by email: info@stowawaylockers.co.nz. You
will need to return your key at the end of the term,
sellotaped to a piece of paper with your details on for
your bond refund. Ensure the locker is left empty, as any
remaining items will be disposed of at the end of the
year.
Keys will need to be received within one week of Term 4
ending, and can be posted to: Stowaway Lockers, 220
Ngunguru Road, RD 3, Whangarei 0173. Refunds will be
posted or direct credited to your bank account in January
2018.

Te Whānau o te Kura
Pomapārie

10.00am

If you are leaving the College this year, there are a few
things you need to do before you go:


Return all library books and subject textbooks, otherwise you will be charged for them



Complete a LEAVERS FORM, available from the Student
Centre (Year 13 students should have already received
one from your whānau teacher)



Return your completed Leaver’s Form to the Student
Centre BEFORE the end of term.

Thank you!

Try asking for your next coffee in māori:

Upcoming Events for Māori
Whānau
Tuesday 28 November
Whānau Hui, 7.00pm, College Staffroom
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SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 4, Week 2
YEAR 7/8 ATHLETICS DAY - Friday 27th October
(p/p date: Monday 30th)
This event was scheduled for today, so we hope to bring
you the results in the next newsletter.
Our top track & field winners will be compared with our
Zone schools (Huanui and Tikipunga) to see who qualifies
to attend the Whangarei Primary Schools Championship
event on 21 November.
Mrs Yorke will also be looking for a couple of Year 9’s to
help out at this event 

VIEWING STUDENT INFORMATION
Our Parent Portal allows parents to access some of the
records we have for your child, like attendance,
timetable, pastoral etc.
Click here to be directed to the log-in page.
Logon using your child’s name: firstnamedotlastname
(eg: fred.flinstone) and the password they use at
school. Or phone the College office and request the
Caregivers logon password. We will email this to you
using the email address we have on our system for you.

ASB SECONDARY SCHOOLS SPORTS AWARDS
This year we had 6 finalists in the running for achieving
amazing results in their sports code. At the awards dinner
held on Thursday 26 October, the following students were
announced as winners:
Aina Kida - Badminton, Anya Gross - Football, Johnathon
Tillman - Power lifting, Ciara Smith - Swimming.
Congratulations to you all.
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
Tiras Mamea (Year 8) was selected in the Roller Mills
Northland Rugby team, and played at a tournament
recently. The team played off for 5th/6th place and won 24
-12 to place 5th at the tournament. Tiras scored a try in
this game.
The winners of the tournament were Auckland and Tiras
said the team was full of big players!
THANKS TO VOLUNTEERS - WINTER SPORTS /
TOURNAMENT
Just another quick thank you to all the wonderful people
who generously gave their time to coach or manage a
team, help with transport to games, or assisted at
tournament events. Without your support we could not
offer so many opportunities in sport, so it is much
appreciated.
If you haven’t already indicated to me that you are willing
to help again next year - then I hope to speak with you
soon.
RUAKAKA SURF LIFESAVING PATROL
Club Open Day and enrolment is Sunday 22 October from
10.00am - 2.00pm.
Enquiries please contact George Goffin on 027 1174
9664.
For the Year 7 & 8 students they have the Junior Surf
training (new hours) 10.30am - 12.00pm on Sunday 12
November.
For more information visit www.ruakakalifeguards.co.nz/
junior-surf, or contact Jeni Tamboer 021 134 0889, or
Jaime Addy 021 874 472.
Chantelle Yorke
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR
438 3950 Ext 222
chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz

HOMESTAY FAMILIES NEEDED
The College will be hosting a group of students from
Teeratada Phitsanulok School in Thailand, for four weeks
next year.
They are here from Friday 2nd March to Thursday 29th
March, 2018. The students range in age from 12 to 16
years old and would prefer to be placed in a home with
children. Ideally you would live close to school as well.
Families are paid $230.00 per week to host these
students.
If you are interested in being a host family, please
contact Julia as soon as possible:
Julia Lecky
 438 3950 ext 219
or: julia.lecky@pompallier.school.nz

ATTENDANCE DUES SPONSORSHIP
The Attendance Dues Sponsorship Scheme has been
created to assist families who may need financial support
with the payment of Attendance Dues, for students
attending Catholic schools in Auckland Diocese, both
primary and secondary.
The purpose of the sponsorship scheme is to allow
parents or caregivers facing financial hardship another
option to seek relief where they may be reluctant to
approach their school for help.
The existing financial hardship scheme – operated by
your school – is also available to parents or caregivers
facing hardship and we do encourage families facing
financial difficulties to please contact your school office.
Application forms are available from school and parish
offices, or can be downloaded from the Catholic Schools
Office Website: www.catholicschools.org.nz (go to
Property and Finance / Finance / Attendance Dues).
If you have any queries or require assistance with the
payment of Attendance Dues under the sponsorship
scheme, you are invited to phone in confidence, Carol
Krebs (Ph. 09 360 3069) at the Auckland Diocese office.
Applications to the sponsorship scheme for 2017
Attendance Dues will be accepted by the Auckland
Common Fund Ltd up to November 2017.
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YEAR 9 & 10 EXAM TIMETABLE
FRIDAY
3 November

MONDAY
6 November

TUESDAY
7 November

WEDNESDAY
8 November

Year 9 English

Year 9 Social Studies

Year 9 Science

Year 9 Maths

Year 10 Science

Year 10 Maths

Year 10 Social Studies

Year 10 English

PLEASE NOTE: All exams take place during period 1 and 2: 8.55am - 10.55am. Students are to enter the exam at 8.40am.
 No talking from the time you enter the room.
 No ipods, phones etc. allowed in the exams.
 You may take in a water bottle. No food, gum etc. allowed.
 Take in equipment required, plus reading material. There will be no sharing of equipment allowed.
 Students are not allowed to leave the exam early.

I HAVE A DREAM CHARITABLE
TRUST
Volunteer Information Evening
Find out how you can change the life of a child by
volunteering as little as 1 hour a week.
Wednesday 1 November, 5:45pm – 7:00pm
Pehiaweri Marae, 99 Ngunguru Road, Glenbervie.
For any queries or more information, please contact
Diane Coleman, Volunteer Programme Co-ordinator, on
022 024 3141, or diane@ihaveadream.org.nz
Remember, if you have a student
success you would like to share,
email us at …
newsletter@pompallier.school.nz

COLLEGE ACCOUNTS
As we are beginning the last term of the
year, we would like to remind families that
your school account must be paid in full by 31st
December. Now is a really good time to look
over your account to ensure this will happen. If you
need any help with this, please contact Jane
Woolston in the College office. Many thanks to
those families who have already paid their account
in full, or have a regular payment in place.
A friendly reminder from the Auckland Diocese for
parents and caregivers of students who will be
leaving Pompallier Catholic College at the end of
their Year 13 study; Attendance Dues must be
paid in full by 1st December 2017. Families who
have an on-going AP are exempt from this date but
must commit to continuing payments until the
account is paid.

The College was recently the recipient of a generous
donation of $2000 from the estate of Mr Nicklis Bercich,
who passed away recently.

Failure to pay the account or make contact with the
College Office to arrange alternative methods of
payment, may result in the overdue account being
sent to Debtworks NZ Ltd for default listing at credit
reporting agencies.

We have been able to gather very little information on Mr
Bercich’s connection to the College. However, what we
do know is that before the College opened in 1971 he
helped out with a “Giving Plan” that was set up in order to
raise funds for the school.

CHORAL REQUIEM MASS FOR
ALL SOULS DAY

DONATION THANKS

It appears that Mr Bercich left Whangarei for Wellington
around 1972. Fr Wysocki, the 1st Rector of the College,
wrote to Mr Bercich thanking him for his interest in the
College and for the wonderful trophy which he was
instrumental in gaining for the school.
We are very grateful to Mr Bercich for remembering our
College in his will. We extend our condolences to his
family on their loss, and ask our College community to
keep Mr Bercich and his family in your prayers.

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11
At St Patrick’s Cathedral, Auckland, Thursday 2nd
November, 7.30pm.
With the Cathedral Vocal Ensemble directed by James
Tibbles.
Validated parking will be available at the Wilson’s car
parks on Hobson Street & Durham Lane.
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